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the Federal Polytechnic at Zurich organized a series of
lectures entitled "Switzerland in the Europe of today"
for the winter of 1938-39.   The first of these lectures,
on the Swiss Idea of the State (Der Scbweisyriscbe
Staatsgedanke) was delivered by Dr. Strebel, the Presi-
dent of the Federal Tribunal.    "Why," asked Dr.
Strebel, "should diversity of language be an obstacle,
if we feel and think and behave in the same way over
the essential things?"1   And in the Neue Schmi^er
'Rundschau of January 1939 the legal expert. Professor
Schindler, laid down that Swiss neutrality comes into
operation only in time of open war, and further that
as it was defined by the Hague Convention of 1907 it
cannot affect the liberty of the press or any civil rights
of the citizens of Switzerland.   The meetings of the
eminent New Helvetic Society placed more and more
emphasis upon the meaning of Switzerland as the
country where human rights  (Menschenrechte) were
most fully respected, and upon William Tell as their
symbolic defender.2   Meanwhile the Swiss publishers,
who for some years after 1933 had suffered from the
loss of the Reich German demand for non-Nazi books,
found the sale of such books increasing so satisfac-,
torily at home as to make up for their losses;  the
progressive  Europa  Verlag in Zurich had a great
success with the publication of Dr.  Rauschning's
admirable attack upon National Socialism towards the
end of 1938.   The Swiss theatres were proud to put
on plays now forbidden in Germany, like Lessing's
great plea for toleration, Nathan der Weise, and later
1  Der Schwi%eriscbe Staatsgedanke, Polygiaphischer Verlag A-G, Zurich,
1938, p. 32.
2  See their meeting on March 23rd, 1939, reported in the Neue Zurcber
Zeitung, March 26th, 1939.